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1. The book opens with a quote from the competition’s design 
and building specs, reminding students to pursue an imaginative 
exploration of the new and the unexpected. What did the Carl 
Hayden team discover about the importance of imagination and 
creativity, in engineering and in life? 

2. What solutions does SPARE PARTS present for helping     
teenagers excel in school and build healthy friendships? What 
can we learn from the robotics team about reaching out to       
at-risk youth? 

3. Did SPARE PARTS change the way you see America’s         
immigration controversy? If you could re-write the nation’s            
immigration policies, what changes would you make (if any)? 

4. Discuss the different approaches to parenting captured in the 
book, from Lorenzo’s father, Pablo (a stoic man with the         
endurance to feed his family by hunting), to Oscar’s mother,  
Manuela (a sensitive soul who battles anxiety). How far would 
you go to protect your children against poverty and violence? 

5. What makes the book’s title a good metaphor for the boys’ 
community? How are the students affected as their robot, Stinky, 
comes to life in the Scuba Sciences pool?   

6. Discuss the role of education in society. Manuela tells Joshua 
Davis that the fees for attending public schools in Mexico were 
small but sometimes hard to meet. How does a free education 
contribute to a free society? Should the curriculum include      
bilingual instruction? 

7. How did you react to Oscar’s story? What did his journey     
reveal about true patriotism? Should marriage and military service 
become guaranteed gateways to citizenship? 

8. What did it take for Lorenzo to turn his back on his cousins’ 
gang?  

9. Cristian could not continue attending Arizona State University 
after Proposition 300 was enacted; his tuition quadrupled, totaling 
more than $50,000 to complete his degree. Should America invest 
more in students who want to study STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, math)? What is your opinion of the DREAM Act? 

10. What did Luis gain from his experience on the robotics team? 
How should we measure the value of a school program? 

11. What motivates Fredi Lajvardi and Allan Cameron to dedicate 
their careers to public school teaching? 

12. Has your community been affected by the recent surge in 
young immigrants from Central America? How does their         
immigration story compare to your family’s? 

13. How was Joshua Davis’s storytelling style enhanced by his 
career as a magazine journalist (and as the author of a memoir, 
THE UNDERDOG)? As Davis described the filming of the closing 
scene in the movie SPARE PARTS, did you prefer the Hollywood 
ending or the journalistic one?   

Don’t miss author Joshua Davis  
at the Lincoln Theater,  
November 10 @7:30pm! 


